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the heroes are described as having fought with thieves
generally without the context to the cattle lifting, as in the
case of Helligal. There are, a large number of records,
extolling those warriors, who fought bravely in actual
battle and attained Virasvarga i.e., the heroe's heaven
accroding to ancient belief, such as Kallayanayaka,2
Kaliraya5 and Baniinusanta4. It was either a duel, the
siege of a fort or an open encounter on the field during
which such warriors excelled themselves in fight, regardless
of their lives. It must have been individuals like those
mentioned, who were to be found in every village and town
and who made up the invincible Karnata army of the past.
The tradition of such warriors continued with increasing
zeal owing to the fact that the kings and leaders of the
community all over the Kannada country encouraged and
patronised the same. True valour always received due
recognition in the form of titles and ornaments for the arm
and the ankle like the Patta, Tolabandi, Todaru and Ganda-
pendara5. It was strongly believed that death in battle
was no death, but a means of attaining heaven. The
death of a hero was commemorated by a memorial stone
known as 'Viragallu' (ie., the hero-stone) wherein this belief
was given a concrete form by both poet and sculptor.
The inscriptions that we referred to as describing the
heroes are all to be found on the hero-stones, which
perpetuate their memory. The poet contributed to the
living culture of the land by pouring forth sincere praise

* E. C. VH, sk 150. * Ibid, VII, hi 51. * Ibid, V, bl 202,
4 Ibid, VII, sb 141*  * B.L. Rice:   Mysore and Koorg from
the Inscriptions, p. 189.
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